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steamers of small draught, and for constructing a railway from
Lahore to Multan; which projects represented, as he would say,
the crying wants of the province. Already he rejoiced that the
scheme was afloat for carrying the railway from Calcutta to
Delhi onwards to Lahore and so connecting the Paivjab with
the older provinces. But he seemed to lay still greater stress
on connecting his province by steam communication with Sind
and the mouth of the Indus. His eyes were gladdened before
he quitted the Panjal) by the sight of the first sod being turned
on the railway to Multan; but the navigation of the Indus
and its aflluents never attained much development. In this
instance the river cannot compete with the rail.

The aflairs on the Trans-Indus frontier continued to demand
armed interposition from time to time. Complaints readied
Lord Dalliousie to the effect that the tribes had been treated
with unnecessary severity. He did not credit these complaints,
but directed that 1 should, as Secretary to John Lawrence,
prepare a history of these transactions, which was accordingly
done. During the six years which had passed since annexation,
there had been fifteen of these expeditions. In every case it
was shown that the offences were such as could not be passed
over, that every reasonable alternative had been tried in vain
before resort was had to arms, that those who suffered from the
hostilities were really guilty, that the chastisement always
caused cessation of the offences, and that peace had ensued in all
those quarters where a salutary example was made of offenders.
It was proved that the British Government had behaved
towards these tribes in a neighbourly manner, recognizing their
independence, throwing open its markets to their traders,
allowing their people to settle on its land, and taking many of
their members into its service. Notwithstanding those occasional
disturbances, the general pacification of the long line of frontier,
the mitigation of the violent aggressiveness among most of the
tribes, the growth of local trade, the encroachment of cultivation
upon the rugged wastes, were patent to all observers.

At that time General (afterwards Sir Neville) Chamberlain
commanded the 'Punjab frontier Force, which was engaged in